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THE FOLLOWING IS A TRANSCRIPT OF EVENTS THAT OCCURRED AT “THE GREEN DRAGON” AT FOUR CROSSES, HATHERTON ON THURSDAY 20TH OF AUGUST 1891. AS REPORTED IN THE CANNOCK ADVERTISER OF SATURDAY 29TH OF AUGUST 1891.

THE ALLEGED MURDER AT FOUR CROSSES, HATHERTON, NEAR CANNOCK

THE DISCOVERY OF THE BODY-------ARREST OF A STEP-BROTHER

INQUEST AND TRIALS. ------VERDICT OF WILFUL MURDER-----THE VICTIMS FUNERAL--------CONFESSION BY THE ACCUSED-------FULL AND RELIABLE DETAILS.

The usually quiet hamlet of Four Crosses, Hatherton, near Cannock, has been thrown into a wild state of excitement, and its name has been brandished in nearly every newspaper of the kingdom.  The Four Crosses skirts the small village of Hatherton, and is situate on the ancient Watling Street-road, about a mile from Wedges Mills, and two from Cannock.  There are two hostelries, the one on the right hand side of the road, and the other on the opposite side.  The former is a small house with double frontage, having a passage leading to the back rooms, and over the front door can be read the name of the inn—The Green Dragon.  The landlord at the present time is Mr. George Whitehouse, and a popular landlord he is.  It was at this house that on Thursday of last week, a shocking tragedy occurred, hence the excitement in the village.  It appears that on that day Mr. Whitehouse and his wife left home to pay a visit to some friends in Chadsmoor, some three miles away, They left the house in charge of a youth named William Whitehouse, aged nearly 19 years, and son of the landlord.  They also left at home a lad aged 11 years, named Guy James Craig, the son of Mrs. Whitehouse, the boy generally going by the name of Arrowsmith.  In the afternoon, whilst Mr. and Mrs. Whitehouse were away, the neighbours in the vicinity of the Green Dragon were somewhat startled by the report of a gun.  Some men who were working in a field hard by heard the noise, but seeing a pigeon rise, and not knowing that the landlord of the inn was from home, thought he had been shooting, and took no notice of the incident.  Shortly afterwards, however, the youth William Whitehouse was seen to rush out of the house in an excited state.  He asked Mr Adderley, a farmer, if he had seen anything of Guy, Mr Adderley replying in the negative.  Whitehouse then said a gun had been fired in the house and he was afraid to go in, but Mr. Adderley went through the house, but noticed nothing unusual.  In the evening Mr and Mrs. Whitehouse returned home, and soon made enquiries for Guy.  William was questioned as to the lad’s whereabouts, and answered that while he was feeding the turkeys in the orchard he heard the report of a gun in the passage.  He went into the house, saw the smoke, but could not see anyone.  He had not seen Guy since, and he thought he might have gone away with some shows, which had passed the door.  Mr Whitehouse questioned the youth as to whether he had been playing with the gun, to which he replied “No father, I’m sure I haven’t.”  Naturally enough Mr. and Mrs. Whitehouse were much concerned as to the whereabouts of Guy, and they and the neighbours made diligent search, but all to no effect.  The father then thought the best thing to do would be to go after the shows, and he accordingly went in the company of Mr Hawley to Brewood, and gave information to the police. The shows were thoroughly searched, but no tidings could be gathered of the missing boy, and the father then returned home, being accompanied by P.c. Hall, of Shareshill.  The house was again searched, but all to no purpose, and no traces of blood were found.  William was questioned again, but his answers were as before.  He last saw Guy, having his dinner in the back kitchen,  At mid-night the search was abandoned for the night. On the following (Friday) morning Mr. Whitehouse again went to Brewood,  and his son William and Mr. James Adderley accompanied him.  When they returned, Sergeant Whitehurst came with them, and he and P.c. Hall examined the house again, and the sergeant found the boy’s body on the top of the oven, in the back kitchen, huddled up behind some sticks.  Life was extinct, and the body cold, The lower portion of the jaw been blown away.  This awful discovery revealed the secret as to the boy’s whereabouts, but a greater mystery presented itself in the shape of how the body came to be there in that condition.  William was questioned again, but again he was firm in his utter ignorance of Guy’s state.  William was then sent by his father to Cannock to fetch a doctor and police –sergeant.  While in Cannock he was asked about Guy, and he told the story about hearing the report of the gun, and also his supposition that Guy must have gone with the shows.  Upon being asked whether Guy had been found, he replied “No “ whereas at the same time the body had been discovered.  Dr. Taylor, locum tenens for Dr. Butter, at once went to the Green Dragon, as did also Sergeant Upton.  The medical assistance was not required, as the body had long been lifeless.   The sergeant soon turned his keen attention to the youth William, and questioned him concerning Guy’s movements.  His statements were reduced to writing, and being unsatisfactory, the sergeant arrested him there and then on suspicion of having murdered Guy.  He was conveyed to Cannock, and locked up.  He was firm in his denial of the charge, but later on he made two statements, which will be found below.  So far as can be ascertained, there appeared to be no ill-will between the accused and the deceased.  The affair caused a great sensation, and many persons have visited the house.  The accused was taken before a magistrate and formally remanded till Monday last.  Drs. Taylor and Riley, both of Cannock, made a post-mortem examination of the body.  The news of the shocking tragedy spread like wild fire, and was soon known all over the district.  The funeral of the unfortunate lad took place on Tuesday afternoon, when the remains were interred at the churchyard at Hatherton.

PRISONER BEFORE THE BENCH

The Wolverhampton Road and vicinity of the Police Court, at Cannock, was on Monday morning the scene of great attraction.  All kinds of rumours had got afloat, and little groups of people could be heard discussing the melancholy event, and all kinds of opinions were ventured upon.  However those who expected to hear the account of the affair from beginning to finish were doomed to disappointment, for sufficient information had not been obtained.  The magistrates sitting upon the Bench when the case was brought on were Lord Hatherton, and C. Chetwynd, Esq.,  Major Oswell, (deputy –chief constable and divisional superintendent) stated to the Bench  that the youth William Whitehouse was charged with the wilful murder of Guy Craig at the Green Dragon Inn, Hatherton.  The inquest would not be held until Tuesday, and he asked that the accused be formally remanded until Wednesday at three o’ clock. - Mr. J.W.Aston, who defended, said he understood that the accused had made a statement, and he asked if he could be supplied with a copy of it. - Major Oswell said he could not accede to that. -The Bench formally remanded the prisoner until Wednesday, and the ordinary business of the sessions was resumed.

THE INQUEST

The Coroner's enquiry as to the death of the unfortunate lad was held at the Green Dragon on Tuesday last.  Before W. Morgan Esq., Major Oswell was also present, and a large staff of reporters.  A large crowd of people had assembled at the house.  Mr. Ralph Arblaster was foreman of the jury, and the enquiry lasted between seven and eight hours.  The accused youth was present at the inquest, and carefully followed the evidence of the various witnesses.  He had a very downcast appearance.  He is a weakly looking youth, of short stature, and apparently of delicate physique.  The following statements were taken by the coroner. - 

George Whitehouse, landlord of the Green Dragon, deposed that the body that had been viewed by the jury, was that of the (witness's) stepson, Guy James Craig, who was eleven years of age, and had lived with the witness.  Witness's own son's name was William Whitehouse, and he also lived at home.  He was eighteen years of age.  On Thursday, the 20th August, witness went to Chadsmoor, near Hednesford, his wife going with him.  They left his son William and deceased to take care of the house.  A gun was hanging on some hooks in the back kitchen, where it was usually left.  He would not swear positively, but to the best of his knowledge neither barrel was loaded. Witness returned home between three and four in the afternoon, and as they approached the house saw a number of people standing around.  On driving up he heard that the deceased was lost.  Witness went into the house, no one being in at that time.  His son William was in the road, and told witness that he " heard the report of a gun, and he ran into the back and found the passage full of smoke".  Witness went to get the gun and examine it.  He found the gun hanging in its usual place where it had been left, and he took it down and examined it.  Neither barrel seemed to him to have been recently discharged. Witness asked William if he had been messing with his gun or interfering with any powder.  William said "No father, I am sure I have not".  Witness asked where deceased was, and when he saw him last, and he said, "He was in the back kitchen having his dinner". That was the room where the gun was.  William also said that he was in the orchard, feeding the turkeys. And heard a report something like a gun, and ran in and found the passage full of smoke, but could not find the boy anywhere.  William also said he saw some shows go by about the same time, They did not stop at the house, and no one else had called during the day.  The neighbours who were around said that deceased must have gone with the shows, but William did not say so.   Mr. Hawley drove up at the time, and took witness and drove to Brewood, as the shows were said to have gone there, and found the shows there, but could not find any trace of the deceased boy.  Witness had been to  Police-sergeant Whitehurst before searching the shows.  On returning to the Green Dragon police constable Hall (Shareshill) accompanied him, and they with Mr. Hawley hunted the cellar and every other part of the house downstairs, but could not find any trace of the deceased.  They did not see any blood marks or shot marks on the wall or any sign of anything unusual having taken place. They searched the brewhouse-- where the body was afterwards found-- but as it was then dark they used a candle.  It was between nine and ten o' clock then.  William was in the house when they got back, and, witness asked him again about deceased.  He said he was sure he did not know anything about him, but he thought he must have gone with the shows.  Witness and his wife sat up until after midnight, wondering whatever could have become of the boy, and when the witness went to Williams' bedroom door to speak to him again, he found William was snoring asleep, so he did not speak to him again that night.  Witness was up about six o'clock on Friday morning, and on going out met Mr. James Adderley, who advised him to go to Brewood again, as certainly the showmen had the lad.  While he and Adderley searched the garden and fields William came down and got on with his usual work, seeming, however, to be very much put about.  Afterwards, at Adderleys suggestion, they all three went to Brewood.  Adderley and William watched the shows while witness went again to Police-sergeant Whitehurst.  They could find no trace of the boy, and so returned home, Sergeant Whitehurst accompanying them.  Police-constable Hall was at the house when they got there, and all the party of them again searched the house.  As they were just leaving the brewhouse, Sergeant Whitehurst looked on a place which was a little high, and said, "Why, the lad's here". The brewhouse was very dark when the doors were shut, but at the time the body was found the doors were open.  The body lay on top of the oven, which was about 6ft. high, behind some sticks.  The body was left as it was until the doctor and Police-sergeant Upton arrived.  Witness only had the one gun (produced). It was a breach loader, and the cartridges for it were locked up in the bar. When the witness and his wife both left home they locked up the bar, and did not allow the sons to serve anyone with spirits.  The gun had been used by witness about three weeks ago, and it was hung up without being cleaned.  He used both barrels at that time, both were therefore more or less dirty.  The cartridges were not locked in a drawer, but the bar itself was locked up.  Witness reiterated his statement, that he saw no sign of blood or anything of the sort anywhere.  Deceased and William were on good terms; they played together, and he had never seen them quarrel or do harm to each other.  The little boy would always  be with William when they were at home together.  Witness did not know that deceased had any mark of any sort on him when left home on Thursday.  The brewhouse was rather damp, but it would have shown if the floor had been washed, and he did not notice any sign.  He did not have both doors open on the Thursday.

In reply to the foreman and the Jury, witness reiterated that William said he heard a report and found the passage full of smoke.  There was no fire in the back kitchen.  Nash and Ingram and others had been through the house, and had examined the gun before witness came.  There had been five or six cartridges in the drawer, and he could not say that any were missing.  The gun was a 16-bore, and the shots were five and six.  Witness used the gun very little, and therefore he did not clean it regularly.  He never had seen William use a gun at all or touch one.  It was about three months since he cleaned the gun.  Witness believed that Adderley was the first to examine the gun after the report was heard.

In reply to the coroner, witness again said to the best of his knowledge he took the cartridge out of the gun after using it the last time, as that was his rule.

In reply to Mr. Aston, witness said that William was in a very confused state when they returned home on Thursday. 

Matilda Whitehouse, wife of the last witness, and mother of the deceased, deposed that she went with her husband to chadsmoor on Thursday, and that on their return William said "Someone had loosed a gun off in the house, and I can't find Guy anywhere"  Witness found everything in the house just as she had left it.  She helped her husband and Police-constable Hall in their search on Thursday night, and she had previously looked on top of the oven, but noticed nothing.  Deceased and William were in the habit of quarrelling, and deceased had complained of William beating him.  The last time she had spoken to William about it was about five weeks ago.  The quarrels were generally over their work, but she did not know of one on Thursday morning.  She was certain that deceased had no bruise on his face when she left home that day.  She never saw William go to the drawer where the cartridges were, never saw him touch a gun, and never heard him threaten deceased.

Thomas Adderley, farmer, Hatherton, deposed that he was passing near the Green Dragon about twelve on Thursday morning, and saw deceased running as if from garden to the back door.  He was laughing at the time, and seemed to be putting something in his pocket.  About twenty minutes later he saw William with a paper bag of corn in his hand.  William said, "Have you seen Guy anywhere?"and witness said he had not since he saw him in the garden.  William said "Some one has loosed a gun off in our house and I am frightened to go in". Witness had not heard the report, but he said to William " I should think the boy has been trifling with the dad's gun and done something" William said "No, my dad's gun's empty" and witness went with William into the passage.  William fetched the gun from the back place, and it was empty.  William turned the barrels down and witness looked along them. They were both empty, but the right- hand hammer was down.  Witness knew nothing about guns so he could not say if it had been recently fired.  William seemed in a "flutter" and said that he could not find deceased anywhere.  Witness lived close to the Green Dragon, but had never seen William and the deceased quarrel.  There were no shot marks in the house and no blood stains, and the floors were dry and clean.  Witness did not go into the brewhouse.

John Ingram, farmer, Hatherton, deposed on Thursday morning he heard the report of a gun, apparently at the Green Dragon.  Five minutes after he saw William running towards him from the house, and William asked him if he had seen Guy.  Witness said "No" and William said  "There has been someone in the house, and I can't find Guy anywhere"  William then turned away and went in another direction.  Half an hour later, witness saw him again and asked about Guy, but William said he had not found him.  Witness suggested that the lad might have fired his father's gun, and being frightened, had run away, and told William to get him the gun to see.  He examined it carefully, and could not see any sign of it having been recently fired.  

In reply to Mr. Aston, witness said that he saw William within half an hour of hearing the shot.  William and deceased were always on good terms.  

In reply to the jury witness said that he could not see any difference between the two barrels of the gun.  

Ann Hough, who resides near the Green  Dragon, deposed that William Whitehouse came to her on Thursday morning and told her that someone had loosed a gun off in their house, and he could not find Guy.  He asked her to go down, which she did, and at his request she searched the lower part of the house with him.  The brewhouse doors were wide open, and they went in there, but could not find deceased.  William then said to her that he must be with the van people, and added. "Do you think they'll hang me for it?"  He afterwards said, "If those van people have done it and put him away somewhere, do you think they will blame me?"  She told him that she could not say, but if he was found in the house, they might.  William afterwards said, "If he is shot I wish they had shot me instead," The two boys always seemed on good terms. 

In reply to the jury, witness said that when she was in the house there was no sign of blood about, or of the floor having been washed, or anything.  The brewhouse was perfectly clean and dry.  

Jonah Hough, husband of the last witness, stated that he went to the Green Dragon on Thursday evening, and asked William Whitehouse if it was true that they had lost Guy.  William said "I left him in the house having his dinner, whilst I fed the turkeys, and I heard the report of a gun.  I ran to the front door, and the passage was full of smoke.  I went upstairs and could not find him"  Witness asked if he had looked on top of the oven, and he said they had.  Witness suggested that if anyone had done anything with him they might have thrown him into Gaily Pool.  He and William took a pikel  and went towards Gaily Pool.  On the way William asked him if he thought they could blame him.  William Whitehouse searched for the body in the feeders of the pool. Deceased and William always seemed pretty good friends.

Police-sergeant Whitehurst deposed that he was stationed at Brewood and he enquired for deceased among the show people on Thursday.  They could hear nothing of him, and on the following morning, Mr. George Whitehouse came to him again and witness went with him to the Green Dragon.  Witness with Police-constable Hall and Mr. Whitehouse searched the house.  In the brewhouse, on top of the oven, witness found the body of the deceased in a sort of recess.  It was about six and a half-ft. from the ground.  The body was lying partly on its back with the head towards the oven, and the face turned a little to the right.  The rest of the body was turned to the left and the legs were tucked up.  The lower part of the face was blown away, apparently with a gun shot.  Witness at once sent for Police-sergeant Upton and the doctor.  The body was not touched until the doctor arrived.  It was then moved on to the floor and carefully examined.  The body might have been seen if the brewhouse doors were open.  Witness made further search at the house next day and found a loaded cartridge in the closet. It was a 16 bore, and was produced together with the others, which had been found in the drawer in the bar.

In reply to the jury witness said there was nothing in the pockets of the deceased.  The body when found was behind some sticks, but it could be seen if anyone looked straight along the flue in a good light.  It would be difficult to see in a bad light.

Dr. Taylor deposed that he was locum tenus for Dr. Butter of Cannock.  He saw the body of deceased about mid day on the 21st inst.  It was on top of the oven between the flue and the wall, and witness had it removed so that he could examine it.  The body of the lower jaw was missing, the front teeth of the upper jaw were broken off, and the soft part of the neck was lacerated.  The upper part of the clothing was saturated with blood.  Witness with Dr. Riley, made a post mortem examination and found a quantity of shot in the tongue and adjoining tissues, and one shot is the top of the right lung.  The apex of the right lung showed a bruise, and the left common carotid artery had been penetrated by shot, and two shots were taken out of the coats of the artery.  All the large vessels on each side of the windpipe were damaged and perforated.  Witness believed the boy was shot where he was found, and that at the time the gun was within three feet of him, unless the gun was a choke bore.  He believed the face of the deceased was turned straight towards the muzzle of the gun at the time that the shot was fired, as the entire charge seemed to have hit the lower jaw and upper part of the neck.  That would account for no portions of bone or flesh being blown away on the wall or about the place.  The bulk of the blood accumulated in the chest cavity and did not spread around.  Death would be instantaneous, and was caused by shock and haemorrhage from the shot wound.  There was on the left temple of the deceased a trifling abrasion, which must have been there at least two days, but there was no other mark on the body.  

Sergeant Upton, of Cannock, said that on Friday about 1 pm. he saw the accused at the Police Station, Cannock, when he came to fetch the doctor, and he asked him if he had found the missing boy, and he said "No". He asked the witness to go with him, and he went and found that the body of the boy had been removed from the top of the oven and was then on the floor.  He examined the top of the oven, and found two patches of blood about 2 ft 6 ins. apart. He also examined the gun, and was of the opinion it had been recently fired, as it smelt very much of powder.  The accused came into the house, and witness said to him. "This is a very serious thing, and as you were last in his company I shall have to ask you how you account for it"  He cautioned him and then took down his statement, which was to the following effect: - On Thursday, his father and deceased mother left home about 10.30 am to go to Hednesford.  Deceased and accused were removing some manure and at about 11.30 they went into the house for dinner, and sat in the back kitchen.  Accused finished first, and went to feed the turkeys, and told deceased to come out and help him when he had finished his dinner.  He had not been in the orchard more than three minutes before he heard a gun go off.  He saw Mr. Ingram and Mr. Foden standing near the orchard.  He ran into the house at the front door, and as he did so he saw five vans pass by in the direction of Gailey. When he got into the house he found the back passage full of smoke, but could not find him.  He told Mr. Foden and Mr. Ingram. The latter gentleman and Mr. Adderley examined the gun, and said that it had not been used for some days.  When his father came he told him what had happened, and helped him search the house.  After this statement by the accused the witness made further search and found the cartridge produced in the parsnips.  It was a 16-bore, and was quite bright and only slightly wet.   He again examined the oven, and found a tooth and a piece of flesh and bone sticking to the wall about two feet above the flue.  He also found other pieces of bone, &c, where the body was found.  On the following day he had the privy seat removed, and found a loaded cartridge.  He removed prisoner to Cannock Police Station and charged him with the wilful murder of deceased.  On Sunday morning, when prisoner was in custody, witness heard him crying.  Prisoner knocked his cell door loudly and witness went to him.  He was still crying, and said he wanted to make a new statement, and do away with the previous one.  Witness again cautioned him, and took down his statement, which he signed.  It was to the effect that he and deceased went into the house to have their dinner, and afterwards accused was going out of the house when the deceased popped his head up from the top of the oven.  Accused took down his fathers gun and said, "Now I can see you " He pulled up the right hammer and pointed it at the deceased and pulled the trigger, and the gun went off and he dropped it.  He opened the breach, and found an empty cartridge in the right and a full one in the left barrel.  He took them out, and threw the full one into the closet.  He did not know the gun was loaded.  They had both played with the gun before when his father was out, and it had never been left loaded before.  He did not do it wilfully, and he hoped he should be leniently dealt with.

After a long deliberation a verdict of "Wilful Murder" was returned by the jury against the accused. 

TAKING THE DEPOSITIONS

On Wednesday afternoon the accused youth was again brought before the Bench for the purpose of taking the evidence.  Mr. Gilpin was the magistrate present, and Mr. Aston defended Whitehouse.  There was a fair attendance in the court, and a crowd outside the Police Court.  The bulk of the evidence was similar to that given at the inquest on Tuesday, The additional statements being summarised below.

The first witness called was George Whitehouse, landlord of the Green Dragon Inn, Four Crosses, Hatherton.  He stated that the prisoner was his son, and lived with him at Four Crosses.  He, his wife, and two boys, lived in the house.  The name of the other boy was Guy James Craig.  On the 20th of August 1891, witness left home with his wife between ten and eleven o' clock, leaving William and Guy in the house.  He returned between three and four o' clock in the afternoon.  Before leaving the house witness locked the bar up. The cellar was left open.  When he returned he noticed a crowd of people in front of the house.  Someone said "Guy is lost, and can't be found anywhere."  Witness then saw the prisoner, who was opposite the house, and he said  "I heard a report, and went into the back passage.  There was a smoke, and I can't find the boy anywhere." Witness asked prisoner when he last saw him, and he replied "In the back kitchen."  Witness said, "You have not been interfering with my gun or any powder, have you."  He replied, "No father."  The neighbours said there had gone some shows in the direction of Brewood, and he (witness) had better go after them.  Prisoner said no one had been in the house.  He was feeding the turkeys when he heard the report of a gun.  Witness examined the gun, and it did not appear to have been recently fired.  Witness searched the rooms upstairs and downstairs, and the farm buildings outside, but did not find Guy.  The witness then reheard the evidence he had given at the inquest. -

Examined by Mr. Gilpin, witness stated that as a rule he unloaded his gun before taking it into the house, but he may have left the cartridge in.  He did sometimes leave his gun loaded.  He had never seen the lad interfere with the gun. - Cross-examined by Mr. Aston: The boys were always on friendly terms and played together frequently.  Both had been together that morning assisting witness to weigh up some potatoes.  Witness had never known them to have a serious quarrel. The cartridges witness left that morning could not be got at.  When witness got back from Chadsmoor the prisoner seemed irritated and confused.  He had used the gun a fortnight before.  He used both barrels.  He would be sure to load them again, but he could not remember whether he took the cartridges out before taking the gun into the house. - In answer to Mr. Gilpin, witness said he had never had to speak to prisoner as to his conduct towards deceased.  

Dr. Taylor locum tenum to Dr. Butter, of Cannock, was next sworn.  He stated that on August 21st he was called by P.c. Hall to the Green Dragon Inn, Four Crosses, Hatherton, where he examined the body of Guy Craig. - The remainder of the medical evidence was similar to that given at the inquest. - Several other witnesses were examined, but nothing new was brought to light.  At six o' clock, the depositions not nearly being completed, the court adjourned until ten o'clock on Thursday morning 

THURSDAYS PROCEEDINGS

It was rather later than the time arranged when the Police Court proceedings were resumed on Thursday morning.  The presiding Magistrate was B.Gilpin, Esq., There was a fair attendance to hear the proceedings.  Mr. Aston again appeared for the accused, who presented a very haggard appearance.

The first witness examined was Mrs. Whitehouse, who's evidence corresponded with that given at the inquest. - She spoke of going to the loft and calling for Guy.  The prisoner said "Oh he is not here"  On the following morning prisoner asked to be allowed to go to Brewood with his father in search of deceased. - Mr. Aston cross -examined the witness, and in answer to his questions she said the boys, Whitehouse and Craig had sometimes quarrelled.  She was not aware of any ill feeling between them.  When they quarrelled it was generally over their work.  They never quarrelled in the house.  There had been no serious quarrels.  She was not aware that there had been any differences between them the day before, or on the day of the tragedy.

Dr. Taylor was re-examined by the Bench.  His answers were to the effect that the nature of the wounds on deceased precluded the possibility of the gun having been discharged during a struggle between prisoner and deceased for the possession of the gun.  There were some clotted blood and powder on deceased face.  The gun could not have been more than four feet away from deceased when fired.  

Mrs. Whitehouse, re-called, stated that deceased had complained to her that the prisoner had beaten him.  The last time was about five weeks ago.  She spoke to the prisoner about it, but he gave her no answer.  

Thomas Adderley, farmer, of Hatherton, was next sworn, and his evidence, as that of the others, was similar to that given at the inquest-- Mr. Aston did not cross-examine this witness. 

Sergeant Whitehurst was examined, as was also Sergeant Upton, the evidence of both being read over.  Sergeant Upton read the statement made by accused in answer to the charge, and also the second statement made at the Cannock Police Station, in which the accused said he and Guy were playing with the gun.  During the play Guy got on top of the oven.  Accused took the gun, cocked one of the triggers, and shot at Guy.  He did not know that the gun was loaded.  After the report, he got up to the oven and saw that Guy had been shot.  He did not touch the body, as he was frightened.  He went out and saw Mr. Ingram and Mr. Nash.  Having given other particulars he stated that the affair was quite an accident, and he did not know that the gun was charged.  It must have been left loaded by his father.  He said he was sorry, and asked for forgiveness.  He wished to withdraw his other statement.

P.c.Jackson stated that on Sunday Aug 23rd, he was on duty at the Police Station at Cannock, when the accused began to cry.  Witness told him he would make himself bad.  Prisoner replied, "I can't help it, I am afraid they will hang me." - Witness then called Sergeant Upton, when the prisoner said, "Oh dear, let me out of here; I am afraid they will hang me." While Sergeant Upton went to fetch some paper, prisoner said, "I am guilty: I did it, but I didn't do it on purpose, I will tell you all about it".  The statement was then reduced to writing, and signed by the prisoner in the presence of witness.

This concluded the evidence at present, and the case was adjourned to Penkridge on Monday next.

MONDAYS PROCEEDINGS

Considerable interest was manifested at Penkridge on Monday in the Police Court proceedings, when the accused youth William Whitehouse (18) was brought up on remand, charged with the murder of his step-brother, Guy Craig (11), son of Mrs Whitehouse, wife of the landlord of the Green Dragon Inn, Four Crosses, Hatherton, near Cannock.  The full account of the tragedy was published in the Advertiser of Saturday last, when the evidence taken at the inquest and the Police Court proceedings appeared.  Since the proceedings on Thursday last the prisoner had been lying in Stafford gaol, awaiting the further hearing on Monday, and during that time efforts had been made to bring to light further evidence.  The police authorities had been diligent in their work, but nothing of importance has been brought to light.  The proceedings opened on Monday shortly after eleven o'clock, when the accused was conducted into court by a police officer.  The youth was looking pale and haggard, the strain of the past week having left its traces.  He was defended, as before, by Mr. J.W.Aston, of Cannock.  The magistrates on the bench were Lord Hatherton (presiding), and C.Chetwynd, Esq., - Mr. J.P.Gardner (clerk) and Mr. Simkin (deputy-clerk) were both in attendance, and the police authorities in court were Superintendent Barratt, Inspector Price, Sergeants Upton, Titterton, and Whitehurst, and police constables Jackson, Mcguire, Currie &c

The first witness called was George Whitehouse, father of the accused youth.  The evidence as appeared on Saturday was read over by the clerk. - The same course was taken with regard to the evidence of Matilda Whitehouse, mother of the deceased; John Ingram, Ann Hough, Jonah Hough, Thomas Adderley, Sergeant Whitehurst, Sergeant Upton, Police-constable Jackson, and Dr. Taylor.

Sergeant Upton, in addition to his other evidence, stated that on Sunday he visited the Green Dragon for the purpose of taking some measurements.  The flue was 4ft. 2 in. long, 9 in. wide at the top.  The bottom would be 2 ft, and the flue measured 18 in. from the top of the oven.  The door leading from the brewhouse to the passage was 4 ft 11 in. wide, and from the far side of the door to the centre of the top of the flue was 11 ft. 5 in. The height from the floor to the bed of the oven was 5 ft. and the top of the flue 6 ft. 6 in. The flue is built in a circle, and opens out from the front, where it is about 18 in. to about a yard where it joins the chimney.  Anyone standing in line with the door, and presenting the gun at the shoulder would reduce the distance between the muzzle of the gun and the centre of the flue by about 5 ft.  

The clerk then charged the prisoner with wilful murder of Guy James Craig.

Asked if he had anything to say, the prisoner said: Not guilty, your worships, of doing it wilfully, but by accident. 

Mr. Aston asked if the Bench had absolutely made up their minds to commit the prisoner on a charge of wilful murder.

Lord Hatherton: The Bench will not decide until all statements have been made.

Mr. Aston said he wished to emphasise respectfully to the bench the absolute want of any direct evidence against the prisoner, the absolute uncertainty of the whole affair, and therefore the practical impossibility of committing the prisoner on a charge of wilful murder.  He wished to point out there was no evidence tendered that was not consistent with the prisoners own statement, that everything pointed to its being an accident.  There was no direct evidence, but instead of that they had to see what motive there could be for murder, and in regard to that they had to look at the previous conduct of the prisoner and the deceased.  The evidence of the witnesses was that they lived on very good terms, that there had been no serious quarrel, and that on the morning of the occurrence the deceased was seen running to the house laughing a short time before the report of the gun was heard.  The whole of the circumstances were perfectly consistent with the view that it was an accident.  At the inquest on the body, the coroner said a lad in the position of the accused, if he had shot by misadventure his brother would do one of two things.  He would either say  "I have shot my brother by misadventure", or he might be so overcome by terror as to make any excuse to shield him.  He (Mr. Aston) submitted that there were no ground on which to commit the prisoner on the charge of wilful murder.  

Lord Hatherton: The Bench have made up their minds to remand the prisoner to the forthcoming Assizes at Stafford, on a charge of WILFUL MURDER.
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THE ASSIZES AT STAFFORD    THE HATHERTON TRAGEDY    THE VERDICT.

The Autumn Assizes for the County of Stafford were opened at the Shire Hall, Stafford on Friday morning, before Mr. Justice Day.

THE GRAND JURY

Hon. A.C.Littleton, Cross Hayes, foreman.

Mr. R.T.K.Levett, Packington Hall., Mr. Robert Heath, Biddulph Grange., Mr. T.J.Levett., Wychnor Park., Mr. J.W. Williams, Woodcote., Mr. Henry Smith, Summerhill., Mr. Frank James, Aldridge., Mr. Stephen Stokes, Hanch Hall., Mr.J.P.Wileman, Castle House., Mr,R.Heath, jun., Greenway Bank.,

Mr. A.C.Twentyman, Castle Croft., Mr. W.R. P.Jervis, Upper House., Mr.E.Dixon, Merrydale Grove., Mr.R.Farley, West Bromwich., Mr.George Fox, Elmhurst Hall., Mr.T.A.Negus, Barton Hall., Mr.W.G. Webb, Lyncroft., Mr.C.Clive,Hartshill.,Mr.H.J.Wiggin, Harborne Park., Mr.W.S.Harding, Englefield., Mr.W.S.Brough, Leek., Mr.G.H.Tunnicliffe, Whitgrave., Mr.C.Chetwynd, Brocton Hall.

THE CALENDAR

The calendar contained the names of fifty-eight prisoners, of whom two could neither read nor write, three could read, twenty-seven could read and write imperfectly, one could read and write well, and twenty -five were on bail or their degree of instruction was not known. 

THE CHARGE

His Lordship, in charging the Grand Jury, said he was pleased to see so good an attendance.  He had had occasion to regret, he was sorry to say, in several counties on the circuit that the attendance of the Grand Jury had not been satisfactory.  He said he regretted, because to him the institution of a Grand Jury was one of great value and importance, and he should be sorry indeed if through failure to attend or otherwise the Grand Jury was to fall into desuetude.  He considered that it was of the utmost importance that all classes of subjects should attend, as far as they conveniently could, at the Assizes held at stated periods for the purpose of the administration of criminal and civil justice.  It was of very great value that people should do so, and it was particularly desirable that the magistrates of the county- the gentlemen who represented the landed interests of the country- should interest themselves in the administration of justice and should give their support and assistance to those who were called upon actually to preside in courts of justice. In addition to that, the institution of the Grand Jury was of much value for other reasons to which he need not refer, and anyone who was acquainted not merely with history, but our present social arrangements, must argue that the institution of the Grand Jury was of very great value and should be supported and encouraged in the interests of the virtue and well-being of society.   He should indeed be sorry if any popular clamour should be yielded to and the Grand Jury should cease to be a living institution amongst us.  With regard to the calendar, there were 58 prisoners for trial.  The number was somewhat above the average at this period of the year, but the character of the crime seemed to call for no special animadversion.  It was of the usual character, and did not seem to be at all in excess of what might be expected in a county so thickly populated as was this great county of Stafford.  It was a county in which was found a vast amount of manufacturing, mining and other great industries, and a very large population, and one could not be surprised that fifty or sixty persons should be charged with offences triable at the Assizes.  If the number were larger than usual it was so much to the credit of that county that usually there were fewer persons to be tried.  In conclusion his lordship made brief references to the Cannock tragedy, in which William Whitehouse, aged 18, was charged with the wilful murder of his half brother, Guy James Craig, at Four Crosses, Hatherton, Cannock, on August 20th, and said it would be the duty of the Grand Jury to return a true bill in his case.

THE TRIAL

Shortly after ten o' clock this (Tuesday) morning the accused youth William Whitehouse (18) was placed in the dock, charged with the wilful murder, on Aug. 20, of his step-brother Guy Craig (11), son of Mrs. Whitehouse, wife of the landlord of the Green Dragon Inn, Four Crosses, Hatherton, near Cannock.  The appearance of the youth showed signs of suffering experienced while awaiting his trial.  The council for the prosecution on behalf of the Crown were the Hon. A.Lyttelton and Mr. Harrington, and Mr. Plumtree (instructed by Mr. J.W.Aston, Cannock), for the defence.

The prosecuting council having opened the case at some considerable length, dwelling minutely on all the important points in the case, the evidence of the witnesses was taken.  

The evidence in almost every particular agreed with that given before the local magistrates.  It was to the effect that the accused was the son of George Whitehouse, landlord of the Dragon Inn, Four crosses, Hatherton, near Cannock, and the deceased was the son of Mrs. Whitehouse.  They both lived with their parents at the above named inn.  On the morning of Thursday, August 20th, Mr. and Mrs. Whitehouse left the house to pay a visit to Chadsmoor, some two or three miles from the Four Crosses, leaving the two youths to take care of the house.  About mid-day some neighbours heard the report of a gun at the Green Dragon, and a short time afterwards some of them saw the youth William Whitehouse running near to the house.  The accused asked them whether they had seen Guy anywhere, meaning his step-brother.  They replied in the negative, whereupon accused said "Someone has loosed a gun off in our house, and I am afraid to go in."  A farmer named Adderley then said to the youth, "I should think the boy (Guy) has been trifling with dad's gun, and done something."  William replied, "No, my dad's gun's empty."  Adderley then went into the house with accused, and found the gun was empty in both barrels, and the right hammer was down.  The house was searched, but nothing could be seen of Guy.  Another neighbour, Jonah Hough, and also his wife, deposed that the prisoner told them that Guy was missing, and suggested the idea that some van people had taken him off.  Hough also went with the prisoner to Gaily Pool and searched for the body.  In the afternoon between three and four o'clock Mr. and Mrs. Whitehouse returned from Chadsmoor and found a crowd around the house.  They were then told that Guy was missing, and William said he "heard the report of a gun, and he ran into the back and found the passage full of smoke."  The prisoner was asked by his father if he had been messing with the gun, and he replied, " No, father, I am sure I have not."  Prisoner told his father that he left Guy having his dinner whilst he (prisoner) went to feed the turkeys, and had not seen him since.  The boy Guy not being found, the services of Police-Sergeant Whitehurst, of Brewood, was obtained, and a search was made for the missing boy.  The police went to Brewood and examined the shows which prisoner had spoken about, the prisoner being present.  The search was continued till midnight without avail.  On the following day the search was continued by Sergeant Whitehurst, this time in the house, and at last the body of Guy was found on the top of an oven in the back kitchen.  The lower part of the face was blown away, apparently with a gun shot.  A cartridge was found in the closet the next day, and was of the same make of those used by Mr. Whitehouse, some of which were kept in the house.  The youth William was then sent for the doctor and for Police-Sergeant Upton.  The sergeant asked the youth if he had found his brother Guy, and he replied "No." .The sergeant then went with the prisoner to the house, and found that the body had been removed from the oven to the floor.  The sergeant examined the top of the oven, and found patches of blood.  He also examined the gun, which looked as though it had recently been fired, and it smelt very much of the powder.  The prisoner then came into the house, and Sergeant Upton said to him, "This is a very serious thing, and as you were last in his company I shall have to ask how you account for it."  The prisoner was then cautioned and his statement taken down, which was to the effect that prisoner and deceased sat down together to dinner in the back kitchen, but prisoner finished first, and went out to feed the turkeys.  He had not been out long ere he heard the report of a gun, and rushed into the house.  He saw some vans pass at the same time.  He could not find Guy.  The sergeant then made further search, and found a cartridge in the parsnips in the garden.  It was a 16 bore, and was quite bright and was only slightly wet.  The prisoner was removed the next day to the Cannock police station.  On the Sunday morning, whilst in custody, the prisoner made another statement which was to the effect that prisoner and deceased went into the house to have dinner and afterwards, when prisoner was going out, deceased popped his head up from the top of the oven.  Prisoner took down his father's gun, and said to deceased, "Now I can see you."  He pulled up the right hammer and pointed the gun at deceased.  He pulled the trigger, and the gun went off, and he dropped it.  He opened the breach and found an empty cartridge in the right barrel, and a full one in the left.  He threw the full one into the closet.  He said he did not know the gun was loaded.  They had both played with the gun before when the father was out, and it had never been left loaded before.  He did not do it wilfully, and he hoped he would be leniently dealt with.  Other evidence (by P.c Jackson) was to the effect that whilst the prisoner was locked up at Cannock he began to cry.  Jackson told him he would make himself bad, to which the prisoner replied, "I cant help it, I am afraid they will hang me."  Sergeant Upton was then called, when the prisoner said, "Oh, dear, let me out of here; I am afraid they will hang me." The prisoner also said, "I am guilty; I did it, but I didn't do it on purpose.  I will tell the truth about it."  Other evidence was given to the effect that on the morning of the tragedy the prisoner and deceased were quarrelling together. 

This evidence was given by a farm labourer named Wood, who was working in a field near to the Dragon Inn on the morning in question.  He heard someone crying loudly, and upon going to the bottom of the field he saw the prisoner weighing some potatoes in the field, and the boy Guy minding a pony in the lane over the hedge.  Witness saw tears on Guys face, and heard the prisoner say to Guy, "If you don't hold your noise I'll come over the hedge to you."  - Another witness deposed that at nine and ten o'clock the boys were on friendly terms.

 Mr. Plumtree then addressing the Jury on behalf of the defence pointing out the absence of the motive for crime, and the friendly feeling between the youths.

The Judge, in summing up, dwelt upon the reprehensible manner of the prisoner, and said supposing his story of accidentally shooting  was correct, his first duty should have been to inform the neighbours and render assistance.  He thought it would be the duty of the Jury to return a verdict of wilful murder or manslaughter.  The Jury, after deliberating for about fifteen minutes, returned a verdict of

NOT GUILTY

and the prisoner was discharged. 

