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Abstracts of Northfield wills and WFHC commentaries thereon
Explanatory note
These wills are all connected with Tree 008 etc.  Real estate is immovables (house, land etc.), while personal estate is movables (household goods, stock etc.).  Not everyone in all the wills has been verified by baptisms and most marriages have not been found.
WRC 008

Will of William WHITEHOUSE of the Parish of Kings Norton, Worcestershire, yeoman made 11 Oct 1763, proved 30 Nov 1763 in the Consistory Court of Worcester.

Testator devises to his three brothers, Daniel WHITEHOUSE, John WHITEHOUSE and Samuel WHITEHOUSE

all his property lying in the parish of Norfield (sic), Worcestershire to hold as joint tenants, not as tenants in common, subject to the payment of the several legacies mentioned later in the will.

There are legacies of money to the testator's brother Jacob WHITEHOUSE, nieces Hannah SALT, Hannah WARD and Sarah SHAKESPEARE.  The third part of testator's estate devised above to Daniel WHITEHOUSE is charged with the payment of these legacies.

There are legacies of money to the testator's niece Eleanor LYNDON, nephew John ADDINGTON and nieces Mary ADDINGTON and John LYNDON.   The third part of testator's estate devised above to John WHITEHOUSE is charged with the payment of these legacies.

There are further legacies of money, to testator's  nephew Joseph COLLINS and to his servants Thomas HODGETTS and Mary BROWN.

Testator's sister Mary COLLINS is appointed the sole executrix and she is also the residuary legatee of the testator's personal estate.

WFHC commentary on Will WRC 008
1.  William WHITEHOUSE was not buried at Northfield.  A burial 26 Nov 1763 at Kings Norton fits.

2.  The importance of this will is that it explains why the Samuel WHITEHOUSE of Northfield, whose will was made 23 Feb 1797 and proved 06 Jun 1800 (ref. WRC 023), devised his third share of the property Deans Slade in Northfield parish to Joseph WHITEHOUSE of Street Farm, Northfield.  To hold a third share in a property was unusual and it seems to follow that he must have been the above-mentioned brother of the testator, William WHITEHOUSE, which in turn means that he must have had brothers Daniel, John and Jacob WHITEHOUSE and a sister Mary.  This Samuel WHITEHOUSE was buried at Northfield on 23 Mar 1800 at the age of 91, so he would have been born 1708-09.
WRC 011
Will of John WHITEHOUSE of the Parish of Northfield, Worcestershire, yeoman made 23 Jun 1770, proved 14 May 1774 in the Consistory Court of Worcester.
Testator devises to his son James WHITEHOUSE 5 properties in and near the town of Kings Norton, Worcestershire, charged with the following legacies of money, to testator's son Daniel WHITEHOUSE £40 and to testator's three grandchildren, Katherine, William and John WHITEHOUSE, when they reach 21 years of age, £40 among them, and an annuity of £6 p.a. to testator's wife (name not mentioned in this part of the will).

Testator bequeaths £10 each to his son Samuel WHITEHOUSE and to testator's daughter Mary GREEN, wife of John GREEN.  These are itemised separately from those listed above.
Testator devises to his son Jacob WHITEHOUSE his house and garden in Kings Norton.  This is another separate item in the will.
Testator devises and bequeaths the residue of his real and personal estate to his son Joseph WHITEHOUSE and his heirs forever in case he has any living sons at his death and in case he should happen to die without issue, to Joseph's four brothers equally between them.
Testator bequeaths to his wife Hannah WHITEHOUSE an annuity of £6 p.a. and charges the same premises with the payment of the above mentioned legacies (sic: unclear, but probably the same annuity as above, repeated in error).
Testator's wife, Hannah WHITEHOUSE and his son Joseph WHITEHOUSE are appointed executrix and executor of the will.

WRC 012
Will of Joseph WHITEHOUSE of the Parish of Northfield, Worcestershire, yeoman made 22 Sep 1774, proved 09 Dec 1774 in the Consistory Court of Worcester.

Testator devises to his mother Hannah WHITEHOUSE for her life his house etc. and on the east side of Spon Lane, West Bromwich in the tenure of Thomas HADLEY and his under-tenants descended to the testator by the death of his late father John WHITEHOUSE as his eldest son and heir at law.  After his mother's death the property is devised to testator's aunt Ruth TAYLOR for her life and after her decease to the testator's brother James WHITEHOUSE, subject to the payment of a legacy of money to the testator's sister Mary GREEN, wife of Mr John GREEN, after the death of both the testator's mother and said aunt.

Testator's mother is appointed the sole executrix and she is also the residuary legatee of the testator's personal estate.

WRC 013
Administration of the estate of John WHITEHOUSE of the Parish of Northfield, deceased granted 14 Jan 1777 in the Consistory Court of Worcester.

Letters of Administration are granted to James Whitehouse, son of the deceased testator, the executors who proved John WHITEHOUSE's will, namely his wife Hannah WHITEHOUSE and son Joseph WHITEHOUSE having since died leaving goods etc. unadministered.  Bond by James WHITEHOUSE and Daniel WHITEHOUSE, yeomen of the Parish of Northfield.
WFHC commentary on Wills WRC 011, 012 & 013
1.  John WHITEHOUSE, Farmer, was buried 24 Apr 1774 at Northfield, his son Joseph WHITEHOUSE on 06 Nov 1774 at Northfield and John's wife Hannah WHITEHOUSE, Widow, on 26 Feb 1776.  According to a Northfield monumental inscription, Hannah died 23 Feb 1776 aged 71, thus giving her a birth date of 1705-06.  As John was baptised 23 Feb 1705 (see commentary on Will WRC 023), their ages are in good agreement.
2.  The will of John WHITEHOUSE shows that he had five sons:  James, Daniel, Samuel, Jacob and Joseph and a daughter Mary GREEN, wife of John GREEN.   The will of Joseph WHITEHOUSE shows that he was the eldest at the time of his father's death.  Either John or his wife Hannah WHITEHOUSE had a sister Ruth.  Unfortunately, no marriage of John WHITEHOUSE to Hannah has yet been found.  However, it is probable that Hannah is Hannah TAYLOR baptised 08 Feb 1705 at Bromsgrove to Thomas TAYLOR (no wife mentioned) and that Ruth TAYLOR is her unmarried sister, baptised 19 Jan 1698 at Bromsgrove to Thomas & Mary TAYLOR.  Ruth TAYLOR was buried 01 Sep 1775 at Bromsgrove and therefore was alive at the time her nephew Joseph WHITEHOUSE made his will (22 Sep 1774).
3.  The above-mentioned children of John WHITEHOUSE agree with baptisms at Bromsgrove to John & Hannah WHITEHOUSE, as follows:  Joseph 02 Mar 1732, Jacob 30 Apr 1736, Mary 21 Nov 1740, Hannah 15 Jun 1743 & James 01 Aug 1745.  John & Hannah had no children baptised at Northfield.  Daniel and Samuel WHITEHOUSE, mentioned in the will, remain unaccounted for.  Joseph WHITEHOUSE is the eldest found of these children, thus agreeing with the will.
4.  Mary WHITEHOUSE married John GREEN 03 Sep 1767 at Northfield, which fits the above baptism.  The marriage was by licence, John GREEN being from Halesowen, and was witnessed by John WHITEHOUSE and a frequent witness.

5.  Jacob WHITEHOUSE probably married Jane GUEST 13 Apr 1758 at Northfield, which fits the above baptism.

6.  James WHITEHOUSE was probably buried 26 Oct 1812 aged 67 at Northfield, which implies a 1744-45 birth date and therefore agrees with the above baptism.
7.  As to John WHITEHOUSE's children, Joseph, James, Daniel, Samuel, Mary & Jacob WHITEHOUSE, four of them have the same forenames as his own siblings (their uncles and aunt).
WRC 014
Will of Daniel WHITEHOUSE of the parish of Alvechurch, Worcestershire, yeoman made 16 Oct 1778, proved 17 Nov 1778
in the Consistory Court of Worcester.

Testator devises to Thomas GREEN of the Parish of Kings Norton, Worcestershire, yeoman all the third part of his lands and premises in the Parish of Northfield, Worcestershire, in the occupation of his brother Samuel WHITEHOUSE.

Thomas GREEN is a trustee to hold this property to pay the rents and profits thereof to testator's daughter-in-law Ann WHITEHOUSE who is the sister of Thomas GREEN until her son and the testator's grandson, Daniel WHITEHOUSE, shall have attained the age of 14, whereafter he is to receive the rents and profits until he reaches the age of 21, when he shall become absolutely entitled to the property, subject to the payment of £50 by said grandson Daniel WHITEHOUSE to his sister Mary.
Testator bequeaths legacies of money to his daughters Hannah FISHER, Nancy EATON and Mary LOWE.

Testator devises to his daughter Sarah WHITEHOUSE 3 houses etc. in Alvechurch, currently occupied by tenants John MILLS, William Johnson and (no forename) FREEMAN during her life and after her decease to William WHITEHOUSE, son of Sarah WHITEHOUSE.
Testator devises to his daughter Eleanor WHITEHOUSE a house etc. in Alvechurch, currently occupied by (no forename) NASH during her life and after her decease to testator's grandson Daniel WHITEHOUSE.

Testator bequeaths to his daughter-in-law Ann WHITEHOUSE a legacy of money.

Testator bequeaths to his daughters Sarah and Eleanor WHITEHOUSE half each of his household goods.

Testator bequeaths to his daughter Eleanor WHITEHOUSE all the residue of his stock, cattle, grain, implements in husbandry.

Testator devises to his daughter Eleanor WHITEHOUSE his house in Alvechurch currently occupied by Richard HOUGHTON and appoints her sole executrix.

WFHC commentary on Will WRC 014

1.  Daniel WHITEHOUSE (the testator) was buried 26 Oct 1778 at Alvechurch.
2.  No wife is mentioned in this will, yet Daniel had many children.  Two identified baptisms (Eleanor 08 Jun 1744 at Cofton Hackett and Daniel 25 Mar 1748 at Alvechurch) show that his wife's name was Mary.  Mary appears to have been buried 23 or 25 Oct 1765 at Alvechurch, thus pre-deceasing Daniel.  No marriage has yet been found for Daniel & Mary WHITEHOUSE.
3.  Marriages have been found as follows:  (a) Nancy WHITEHOUSE to Richard EATON 27 May 1765 Alvechurch; (b) Mary WHITEHOUSE to Thomas LOWE 26 May 1768 Wolverley; and (c) Daniel WHITEHOUSE 27 Jun 1770 Cofton Hackett to Ann GREEN.  Eleanor WHITEHOUSE was born 15 May 1744 and baptised 08 Jun 1744 as mentioned above.  No marriage of Hannah WHITEHOUSE to FISHER has yet been found.

4.   This will devises to Thomas GREEN, as a trustee, a third part of a property in Northfield.  This property should eventually have passed to the grandson Daniel WHITEHOUSE.  It is highly probable that Daniel WHITEHOUSE, the testator, is the same Daniel WHITEHOUSE to whom a third share of property in Northfield was devised by the will of William WHITEHOUSE who died in 1763 (WRC 008).  From that premise, Daniel WHITEHOUSE must have had brothers John, Samuel and Jacob and a sister Mary, all of whom are mentioned in William's will as his siblings, as well as William himself.
5.    From Will WRC 023 and a corresponding burial record, giving an age, it can be deduced that the brother Samuel WHITEHOUSE was born 1708-09.  Thus, it is a good working assumption that the siblings Daniel, John, Samuel, Jacob, Mary and William WHITEHOUSE were born in (roughly) 1695-1725 and this date range is borne out by the baptisms at Kings Norton referred to in the commentary on Will WRC 023.
6.   Daniel WHITEHOUSE, the testator had two known children, presumed to have been born between 27 June 1770 when he married and 26 Oct 1778 when he was buried, namely Daniel and Mary.  This Daniel WHITEHOUSE the younger appears on the 1841 census at Staple Farm, Lickey End, Bromsgrove, aged 60 to the nearest 5 below, with Ann WHITEHOUSE aged 70 to the nearest 5 below, presumed his wife.  No children are shown.  Probably this Daniel WHITEHOUSE died 27 Jan 1851 aged 76 and was buried at Cofton Hackett, his wife Ann buried 24 Jan 1847 aged 78, also at Cofton Hackett.  Thus, Daniel WHITEHOUSE the younger would have been born about 1774, which fits the will data.
Will WRC 023

Will of Samuel WHITEHOUSE of the parish of Northfield, Worcestershire, yeoman, made 23 Feb 1797, proved 06 Jun 1800 in Worcester Consistory Court.
Testator devises to Joseph WHITEHOUSE of the Street Farm in the parish of Northfield, yeoman, all testator's third part and all other his part share of the property Deans Slade, parish of Northfield, currently in the occupation of Mr Joseph TAYLOR with whom the testator currently resides.
Testator devises the residue of his real estate to the said Joseph WHITEHOUSE.

He appoints the said Joseph WHITEHOUSE and testator's kinsman James WHITEHOUSE of the parish of Northfield executors and bequeaths to this James WHITEHOUSE £5 as compensation for his trouble in being an executor.

Testator bequeaths to his son-in-law Thomas CHELLINGWORTH and Sarah CHELLINGWORTH his wife £20 and his household goods.

Testator  bequeaths to his executors on trust  £100, the interest and produce thereof to be paid to Sarah CHELLINGWORTH during her life and after her decease her children to become absolutely entitled in equal shares.
Testator bequeaths £5 to his son-in-law John WAGSTAFF and to his son John WAGSTAFF and daughter Susanna Ann WAGSTAFF £15 each; to Joseph WAGSTAFF, another son of John WAGSTAFF, currently in foreign parts, £5; to his son-in-law Joseph FISHER and to Joseph FISHER's children, William, Joseph, Thomas, Ann & Mary £60 between them .
Testator bequeaths the residue of his personal estate to his daughter Sarah CHELLINGWORTH and son-in-law Joseph FISHER in equal shares.

The will requires a debt of £100 on a Bond to the said Joseph TAYLOR, in which testator joined as surety only, to be satisfied as a first charge on the estate.

WFHC commentary on Will WRC 023
1.  Samuel WHITEHOUSE was buried 23 March 1800 aged 91 at Northfield, thus implying a birth date of 1708-09.  

2.  The many baptisms of children at Northfield to Samuel WHITEHOUSE & Ann from 13 Aug 1732 to 08 Jun 1751 are doubtless of this Samuel, although no marriage of Samuel & Ann has yet been found.  Ann was buried 22 May 1768 at Northfield.

3.   The children of Samuel & Ann WHITEHOUSE include Mary WHITEHOUSE baptised 16 Oct 1739, Sarah WHITEHOUSE baptised 23 May 1746 and Ann WHITEHOUSE baptised 08 Jun 1751.  These dates fit with the following marriages: Mary WHITEHOUSE to John WAGSTAFF 20 Nov 1760 at Northfield, Sarah WHITEHOUSE to Thomas CHELLINGWORTH 30 Apr 1767 at Kings Norton and Ann WHITEHOUSE, who married by licence and as a minor, 31 Aug 1769 to Joseph FISHER at Northfield.  Samuel WHITEHOUSE was a witness to the last-mentioned marriage.
3.   Samuel's third share in Deans Slade is evidently his share of the property devised by William WHITEHOUSE in Will WRC 008 and he has devised this to a Joseph WHITEHOUSE, whose relationship to the testator is not stated, but is of Street Farm, Northfield, and who made Will 027.  Joseph has devised a half share in Deans Slade to his wife in Will WRC 027.  It is unclear how Joseph acquired the additional one sixth, to increase his stake from a third to a half, but this does not really matter to the genealogy.  This Joseph, of no stated relationship to the testator, must be the son of Jacob and Jane WHITEHOUSE, Jacob being the son of John WHITEHOUSE, the testator Samuel WHITEHOUSE's deceased brother.  It follows that Joseph is the testator's great nephew, but Samuel might have found difficulty at the age of nearly 90, in expressing this relationship.  Thus, it is supposed that John WHITEHOUSE's third share of Deans Slade, devised to him by his brother William in Will WRC 008 passed to his son Jacob WHITEHOUSE, who in turn passed it to his son, Joseph.
4.   The "kinsman" James WHITEHOUSE could be any of several and does not matter genealogically.
5.   A baptism of a Samuel WHITEHOUSE 10 Apr 1710 at Kings Norton to Daniel & Eleanor WHITEHOUSE fits the birth date of 1708-09 implied by the age at death.  It is now apparent that Samuel belongs to the following group of siblings, all baptised at Kings Norton to Daniel & Eleanor WHITEHOUSE:  Joseph 02 Feb 1700, Eleanor 31 Jul 1702, John 23 Feb 1705, Jacob 24 Oct 1707, Samuel 10 Apr 1710 & Mary 21 Dec 1712.   The marriage of Daniel WHITEHOUSE could have taken place 09 Feb 1692 to Eleanor JACKSON at Aston, although the gap in baptisms from then until 1700 is not very satisfactory.  The baptism of Jacob in 1707 agrees well with a monumental inscription at Northfield, showing a Jacob WHITEHOUSE died 24 Mar 1769 aged 62 and his wife, Elizabeth died 06 Feb 1769 aged 59.  Probably Jacob WHITEHOUSE married Elizabeth SMITH 14 May 1741 at Dudley, which would fit with the baptism of Thomas WHITEHOUSE to Jacob & Elizabeth 15 Sep 1742 at Northfield.

6.  The above group of siblings does not include Daniel or William WHITEHOUSE, known from other evidence in the wills to be brothers of Samuel.  Perhaps they were born shortly before 1700.  Unless a baptism can be found, it is unlikely that this will ever be known.
Will WRC 027

Will of Joseph WHITEHOUSE of the parish of Northfield, yeoman, made 05 Dec 1815, proved 03 Jun 1816 in the Consistory Court of Worcester.

Testator devises his moiety or half part of the Dearn (sic: Deans) Slade property in Northfield, currently in the occupation of William REEVES to his wife Martha WHITEHOUSE for her life and after her decease to his sons Daniel WHITEHOUSE and Joseph WHITEHOUSE as tenants in common and not as joint tenants.

Testator bequeaths to his wife Martha WHITEHOUSE house furniture of her choice.

Testator bequeaths the residue of his personal estate to his son Daniel WHITEHOUSE, except the crops growing at Dearn Slade House, these having been devised to Martha WHITEHOUSE, charged with the payment to testator's son, Joseph WHITEHOUSE of half the value of the residue of the estate when he attains the age of 21.  (The will makes various provisions in this connection which are not relevant to genealogical study).

Testator appoints his wife Martha WHITEHOUSE and Charles WAGGSTAFF of Weathercock Hill in the parish of Alvechurch as executrix and executor.

WFHC commentary on Will WRC 027

1.  Joseph WHITEHOUSE was probably buried 20 Dec 1815 at Northfield aged 52, there being no other suitable burial there between the date of the will and the date of probate.  This implies a birth date of 1763 and fits the baptism of a Joseph WHITEHOUSE 16 Oct 1763 at Northfield, to Jacob & Jane WHITEHOUSE. 

2.  The question arises as to how Joseph WHITEHOUSE came to be in possession of a half share in Deans Slade, Northfield.  He is probably the Joseph WHITEHOUSE who received a third share from Samuel WHITEHOUSE in Will WRC 023.

3.   Joseph WHITEHOUSE married Martha TAYLOR 29 Nov 1787 Northfield.

Will PCC 049

Will of James WHITEHOUSE of Northfield, Worcestershire, farmer made 30 May 1807, with codicil made 02 Oct 1812, proved 16 Aug 1813 in the Consistory Court of Canterbury.

Testator bequeaths to his son William WHITEHOUSE his moiety or half part of properties in the parish of Northfield containing 25-1/2 acres of land, currently occupied by Joseph WHITEHOUSE.

Testator bequeaths to his son James WHITEHOUSE his property in the parish of Northfield in his own occupation, which he holds under a lease granted by Jervoise Clarke JERVOISE Esq, charged with the payment of £50 to his brother John WHITEHOUSE.

Testator bequeaths to his son Joseph WHITEHOUSE his property at West Heath in the parish of Northfield.

Testator bequeaths legacies of money to his daughter Diana RILEY, wife of Richard RILEY, his daughter Lucy GREEN, wife of Thomas GREEN & his daughter Elizabeth THOMPSON.

Testator bequeaths to his friend Joseph WHITEHOUSE of the Street in the parish of Northfield, Farmer; testator's son William WHITEHOUSE and John DUPEROY, Mercer of Birmingham, £200 to hold as trustees for the life of testator's daughter Charlotte ILIFFE, wife of Jeremiah ILIFFE, and thereafter to her children.  These trustees are also instructed to sell all the residue of testator's personal estate.  (The trustees do not appear to be appointed executors, but the Court recognised them as such when granting probate).

In the codicil, testator bequeaths £100 to the Trustees for the benefit of  "Ann WHITEHOUSE daughter of Elizabeth THOMPSON or by whatever other name or name she shall or may be called or known", who receives interest until she attains the age of 21 and then becomes absolutely entitled to the money.

WFHC commentary on Will PCC 049

1.  James WHITEHOUSE was buried 26 Oct 1812 aged 67 at Northfield.  That implies a birth date of 1744-45 and is consistent with his marriage 27 Feb 1790 Dodderhill St Augustine to Molly NASH.  

2.  James & Molly WHITEHOUSE's children were all baptised at Northfield.  His children William, James, Joseph, Diana, Lucy, Elizabeth and Charlotte are all named in the will.  Two other children died young (Sukey, Sarah), which leaves  John c. 26 Oct 1772, Molly c. 24 Jul 1776 and Jacob c. 03 Apr 1789 unaccounted for.  None were buried at Northfield before the 1807 date of the will.  Molly WHITEHOUSE married John POUNTNEY in 1798 and had a son born in 1809, so must have been alive at the date of the will.  John WHITEHOUSE was buried at Northfield 08 Nov 1839 at the age of 67, which implies a birth date of 1771-72, consistent with his baptism on 26 Oct 1772 at Northfield.  This Jacob WHITEHOUSE might have been buried 03 Feb 1808 at Northfield, but there are other candidate Jacob WHITEHOUSEs.  He married Jane GUEST 13 Apr 1758 Northfield and they had many children including Jacob WHITEHOUSE, c. 19 Aug 1771 Northfield, another candidate for the 1808 burial.

3.  Ann WHITEHOUSE in the codicil is clearly the illegitimate child of Elizabeth WHITEHOUSE:  Ann was baptised 17 Nov 1807 Northfield (baseborn, no father, mother: Elizabeth).

Will LFP048

Will of William WHITEHOUSE of Harborne, Farmer, made 30 Jul 1818, extracted from the Dean & Chapter Peculiar Court of Lichfield 28 Jul 1819 after a grant of probate dated 10 Jun 1819.
Testator devises and bequeaths a life interest in all his real and personal estate to his wife, Hannah WHITEHOUSE and after her death devises his real estate at Westheath in the parish of Northfield in the county of Worcester to his son James WHITEHOUSE.  This legacy is charged with the sum of £300 to be paid to testator's daughter Mary within 12 months after James comes into possession of the estate, The will provides that if Mary has not by then attained the age of 21, the £300 is to be paid to the Executors, in trust for her until she attains the age of 21.
Testator's son and daughter and their heirs are residuary legatees for the rest of his real and personal estate in equal shares and if one of them dies without leaving lawful issue, his or her share goes to the survivor of them, and if both die without leaving lawful issue, the said estate at Westheath is to be divided equally among the children of testator's brother, James WHITEHOUSE.

Testator appoints as executors his wife Hannah WHITEHOUSE, his brother James WHITEHOUSE and his brother-in-law Thomas GUY.  The probate describes James WHITEHOUSE as a farmer of Northfield and Thomas GUY as a farmer of Wootton in the county of Warwick.  The estate is valued at under £800.
WFHC commentary on Will LFP048

Property at West Heath is referred to in Will PCC049 as devised to Joseph WHITEHOUSE.  Assuming this to be the same property as in Will LFP048, it has passed somehow to William WHITEHOUSE, presumed to be the William who is the son of James WHITEHOUSE of Northfield (1763 - 1815).  His brother James WHITEHOUSE is also mentioned in Will PCC049.
William WHITEHOUSE from Northfield married Hannah POYNOR by licence 09 April 1807 Harborne St Peter, witnesses: Thomas & Charlotte GUY.  Hannah POYNOR was baptised 07 Sep 1778 and her sister Charlotte 10 Sep 1788 both at Harborne St Peter. Thomas GUY married Charlotte POYNOR 15 Jul 1806 Birmingham St Martin and is thus named in William WHITEHOUSE's will as his brother-in-law.

